202      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
for some time—Possidius says he had known Augustine at Carthage, and did not love the temper of his weapons—but consented at length, and the preliminaries were settled.
The contest was held in September, 392, in the baths of Sosius. A crowd of students and worshippers of all three parties gathered in the hall. The public notaries were summoned, and the dialectical battle raged all day. It was renewed on the following day, and Augustine gained an undeniable victory.1 Intellectually, Fortunatus was immensely inferior to Augustine. We still have the shorthand report of the debate, and can follow the feeble and shifty efforts of the Manichee to parry Augustine's criticism. In the end he completely broke down, and said that he would have to consult the more learned defenders of his belief on the points Augustine had raised. It is of some interest to notice that the chief of these points is the one which young Nebridius had fruitlessly urged on Augustine in his own Manichean days. Fortunatus set out immediately on his search for a more valid defence. He never returned to Hippo. It was a severe blow
1 But he^had virtually to retract his earlier attack on 'the morals of the Manichees/ admitting that he knew no evil of them. However, see a later development in chap. xvi.